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In 2016, Kochi government accepted trainee
Tyrone Kidao Dagdag (specializing in
landscaping) and | interviewed him before his
return to the Philippines in November
(Interviewer : Rie Takashima, Kochi International Association)

Q1. What brought you to Japan? Please give us a description on
why you decided to join the training?

One part of the Benguet-Kochi Sisterhood program is to send Local Government
Official technical trainees to have a specialized training in Kochi, | was selected by
our government to attend this year. | decided to join the training to gain knowledge
on Japanese technology. And of course, | wanted to experience living in this very
peaceful and beautiful country with very polite and friendly people.

One more thing | was interested in was about agriculture in Japan, | wanted to
know or learn on how government of Kochi is dealing with the problem of pests on
Crops.

Q2. Please give us the description of your training.

My training is at the Prefectural Makino Botanical Garden and I’ m involved in the
care and maintenance of the garden and cherry blossom (sakura) trees. My training
involves different activities, such as; weeding, irrigation, application of fertilizer to
plants, pruning trees and shrubs, cleaning the streams, and sometimes they teach
me how to attach support poles to trees to prevent them from bending or falling, and
how to make bamboo fencing. Also, | learned how to to take care of and maintain
sakura trees.

| was given a chance to train for a week at the Agricultural Technology Research
Center in Nankoku City at Entomology section to know and learn the natural
enemies that they are producing, and how they control specific pests.

Q3. Please describe any ideas or techniques being used in Japan
that you would like to promote in your home country?

First, every landscape or park around Japan is so beautiful that it makes you feel
that you would always want to watch over it. Even though | did not gain very much
knowledge about the ideas of landscaping in Japan, | want to promote the study of
techniques and ideas on how to create beautiful landscapes using the Japanese
landscaping style in my own country.

Secondly, | was given a chance to participate in an activity that communities in
Kochi do for garbage disposal.

| was amazed at how neatly and carefully the garbage was separated. | would like
to promote Kochi' s methods of garbage disposal in my own country, as the method
in the Philippines is less organized.

Q4. Based on what you learned in the training, what are you hoping
to do in your home country when you return?
The Benguet Province will be establishing a sisterhood park located in Benguet.
I'd like to apply my training at Makino Botanical Gardens, not only to the proposed
sisterhood park, but also any other parks that | think need to be improved.

Q5. Can you give us a message for those who you have met in Kochi?

| want to say a big thanks to everyone who made my stay in Kochi very
meaningful. To Kochi Interational Association and Kochi Pref. International Affairs
Division that processed all my papers, and coordinated all my activities and
educated me about life in Kochi. To my mentors and colleagues in my training at
the Makino Botanical Garden and at the Agricultural Technology Research Center, |
want to thank you for a wonderful experience and for all the knowledge | gained. A
special thanks to my friends | made in Kochi who took me to some very beautiful
sightseeing places and events not only in Kochi Prefecture but also in some parts of
Shikoku region. To my co trainees from South America, my friends from Philippines
who are here in Kochi, and to all who | have met, | can’ t name you all but | just
want to say thank you very much for the memories and experiences that we had
together.
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Governor Fongwan of Benguet Province (center) and participants of the Tree Planting Festival (provided by Mr. Ogaya)
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Planting the seedlings for the cherry blossom trees and
oak trees from the local area (provided by Mr. Matsumoto)
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After the tree planting (provided by Mr. Ogaya)
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Interview with a trainee Kochi government
accepted in 2016
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HERIZRICED F T DR (Sequence of events leading up to the Tree Planting Festival)
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Assigned land for the Sisterhood Park (provided by Mr. Ogaya) \_
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In April, Chairman Yoshikawa showed the Governor of Benguet, along with other two members
of the provincial government around Kochi Prefectural Makino Botanical Garden. He also
enquired about the possibility of introducing the cherry blossom tree species into the Province.

TH24%
(2012)

1B, R RS RNE PSR e 41T DT
500042% 1|57 FUNERRT ORI 178,

In November, Yoshikawa and companions sowed 5000 Sendaiya (P. jamasakura) seeds,
which they had received from Kochi Prefectural Makino Botanical Garden, in the provincial
government' s agricultural farm.
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In June, although it was reported that 550 Sendaiya shoots had sprouted, this number
decreased each year due to insufficient care.
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In December, Yoshikawa received a proposal from the Cordillera Regional Director of the
Department of Tourism, for the development of the site where the cherry blossom trees
would be planted as a Sisterhood Park.
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In March, at the general meeting of the Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood Development Group, it
was confirmed that the site where cherry blossom trees would be planted would be
developed as a Sisterhood Park.
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In June, Yoshikawa and companions, along with a specialist from Kochi Prefectural Makino Botanical
Garden, inspected 3 prospective sites for the Sisterhood Park. One of them which was a privately
owned land in Benguet Province, Atok Town, Paoay was selected as a candidated site.
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In November, a visiting delegation came to Benguet Province for a 40th anniversary visit,
and alongside presenting the provincial government with 75 Sendaiya and 35
Yukiwarizakura (P. introrsa) seedlings, the group carried out their temporary planting.
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In April, the contract for the use of land (31 December, 2041 was decided as the final day
for the loaning of the land (free of charge) with the possibility of changes in the contract)
was concluded between the provincial government and the owner of the prospective land for
the park.
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(Outline of the allotted land for the Sisterhood Park)
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(Benguet Province, Atok Town, Paoay About 1.5 hours by car

from the capital La Trinidad)

Z5 (Elevation)
2,300X—kJL(2,300 meters)

mfE(Land area)
5,188¥H XA—K)L(5,188 square meters)
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Prefecture, read by Mr. Tanoue, auditor of the Kochi-Benguet

Sisterhood Development Group (provided by Mr. Matsumoto)
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People gathered for the Tree Planting Festival (provided by Mr. Matsumoto)

Over 150 guests
attended, including the
Governor of Benguet
Province, the Mayor of
Atok, staff members from
the Philippine government
Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources and the
Department of Tourism, L
the secretary for the 74277 N2 yhHmMBEL &Y
Embassy of Japan in the (RESAIREY)

Address from Governor Fongwan of
Philippines and the Benguet Province (provided by Mr. Ogaya)
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and oak trees from the local area.

( Special Feature on Tree Planting Festival

On 6 June 2016, Hirofumi Yoshikawa, the Chairman of the Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood
Development Group. accompanied by 7 volunteers. visited the land assigned for the
Sisterhood Park in Atok Town., Benguet Province. Along with those from the Philippine
government, the province and town, staff members from the embassy of Japan in the
Philippines. the owner of the land assigned for the park and trainees who have returned
to the Philippines from Japan, they planted seedlings from both cherry blossom trees

(Translated by Naomi Long., Kencho CIR)
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HENEDERL. BT Chairman Yoshikawa hands over a seedling (provided by Mr. Matsumoto)
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Haight Clan, the owners of the land to be used for
the park. Governor Ozaki’ s message was read out
on his behalf. Following that, along with 34 cherry
blossom tree seedlings, 50 oak seedlings were
planted from a species native to the province.

Furthermore, the local media showed great
interest in the event as this was the first cherry
blossom tree park to be opened in the Philippines.
Many groups of reporters came to cover the event
including the Daily Manila Shimbun newspaper
from the capital, Manila, and the major television station,
ABS-CBN Crew.
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| felt that there was room for improvement in terms of the cultivation
of the cherry blossom tree seedlings in the temporarily planted area.
The quality of the soil was clay-like, so for cherry blossom trees that
crave moisture and soil with high aeration, it wasn’ t desirable. During
dry seasons clay-like soil dries out, hardens and solidifies. Despite
irrigation, water is unable to permeate the soil sufficiently leading to a
lack of moisture. Then during the rainy season the water doesn’ t drain
well, and the aeration of soil also worsens. As a result, even if the
cherry blossom tree seedlings didn’ t wither, in order for them to
survive, they appeared to enter a dormant state without developing
new seedlings. | thought that the cold weather in winter shouldn’ t be a
problem because if they entered a dehydrated state due to a short
spell of coldness, the top part of the seedling would wither. Currently,
the top part of the seedling that is in a dormant state is withering,
however | thought that if new shoots are grown from the roots, after
two years, seedlings that are useable will grow up. To improve the
cultivation of the seedlings in the temporary location accordingly, |
think that it’ s essential to improve the soil through ways such as
adding in compost that doesn’ t include fertilizers such as mulch in to
the clay-like soil, and conducting irrigation during the dry season is
essential.

On a final note, on comparing the Sendaiya and Yukiwarizakura, the
withering of the Sendaiya was more noticeable, however | judged that
this was not due to the species inability to adapt, but rather whether or
not the seedling was able to endure the harsh environment. As the
Yukiwarizakura seedlings were thicker and more durable, they were
able to endure and survive the lack of moisture during the dry season
and lack of soil aeration. Furthermore, no differences were recognized
in a comparison of seedlings grown from seeds and grafted seedlings

Participants
Hirofumi Yoshikawa, Yuzo Tanoue, Seisuke Okabayashi, Masaru Ogaya,
BEN\EF . BHE MAESB. LARMBIE  Yaeko Ogaya, Wataru Kamei, Mitsuo Matsumato, Hirotaka Yamamoto
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