Blossom Edition

TosaWaveisdso avallable onthe KIA homepege.
(https/Avww.kachi-f.cojplkialenglistyindex.html)

eSS RV=

Designed by SACHIKO FUKUHARA

The Information Magazine for Foreigners in Kochi
TosaWave 2006 3 Vol. 8

“Spring has sprung!”

In March, when the weather get.swarmer and new lives spring up one after anather, peoplein Japan enjoy the beaty of the flowers, fed the sorrow
of parting and areexdted about an encounter in thar new life. Soring in thisnation may be just what brings you morethan you imagine In thefirgt half
of thisedition, It usintroduceto you someimportant Japanese ceremonieshdd in March.

“Hinamatauri” (higory and figures) BYSUSUMU YOSHIDA

| bdieve that many of you know “Hinamatsuri” is the fegtivd for girls which is hdd on the 3rd of
March. But | never fdt thisritud doser to me until my baby daughter was born and dalls (Hinaningyo)
hed been displayed in my house for thefirgt time, because | grew up in afamily that had only brathers

The origin of Hinametsuri is bdieved to lie in Nagashibina (dall floating) in Ching, in which straw
ddIswere put into aboat and sent on ajourney down ariver into the seg, carrying with them the bad spirits
of theyear. The custom of digolaying ddIsin the present day began during the Edo period (1603-1867).

Fve or seven tiered platforms are usad to display a st of ddlls representing the Emperor, Empress,
minigers three atendants and five boys in traditiona court dress. On the top tie, there are two dalls
representing the Emperar and Empresswho wear court dress of theHeian period (794-1185). The emperor
dd! is cdled O-Dairi-sama and the empress ddll is cdled O-Hina-sama. (Dairi means "Imperid Pdace”,
and Hinameans"girl" or "princess’). On the second tier down, thereare usudly three dalls San-nin kanjo.
They are court ladies serving the Emperar and Empress. On the third tier down, there are five boys who
each haveamudcd ingrument. These are the musicians who serve the Emperor and Empress. They are
cdled the Go-nin Bayashi. On the fourth and lower tiers a variety of miniature furniture, tods, carriages
etc. aredigplayed. Sometimes, the ddlls of two minigters that is, minister of right/left are displayed on the (S
fourth platform. R

“Hinamatauri” (jinx, food and drinks) BYWAKANAMATSUI

Putting up Hinaningyo (dalls) for Hinamatsuri on the 3° of March isvery popular. A family that has daughters might have these dolls | am going to
tdl you about ajinx which has exiged for along time. It saysthat you haveto put the dollsaway as soon as possible or your daughter will marry late So
we have to put them away early in the maming of the 4™. Thisis, of course, to avaid bed luck and if thereis ajinx, we care about it, don’t we?If only a
littlel (By theway; | dways put them away lateand | am ill Sngle. Isthiswhy, | wonder?)

You can put them up about 1 wesk before the day of Hinamatsuri to enjoy the display, and it isnat donejugt to display them for onenight. If you put
them up on “Usui-no-Hi (day of raindrops)” (this meansthe season that snow turnsto rain and ice turnsto water), it is said that the girl will find agood
partner in thefuture. When puitting them away, wrap each of them in thin paper and add mathballs. So, try putting them up and away with your children!

Thefadlowing foods are often used for Hinametsuri asgood luck. You can get them a supermarkets on or near the 3 of March s if you like plesse
havealook for them.

HinaArare

Thisisakind of rice cracker, and some of them have beans or are covered with sugar. The main coloursare pink, green, yelow and white and their
meanings arethe four seasons. It shows parents’ hope that thair daughter will be finethroughout the yeer.

Hishi Machi

Thisis gacked diamond-shaped Mochi and generdly the colours are pink, white, and green from the tap. The shape represents our hearts. Each
colour represents life, now on the ground, and thefirg buds. It meansthat when spring has come, the firgt buds gopear under the snow and peach
flowersaredsnin bud.

Shiro Zake (White Japanese-Sake)

Thisisthick, sweat Japanese-Sake made from Mochi and Uruchi rice. You can dso get anon-dooha type for children so everyone can enjoy it
together.

Graduation Ceremony  BYHIROSHI NAKA

Japanese schodl uniforms camefrom Halland in thelagt part of Edo period and have become something ordinary for
junior and high schod students to wear these days. You may be surprised to see the sudents wearing the same uniforn
every day, but how to wear the uniform wel is one of Japanese sudent’s fashions Thefive buttons of a boy’s jacket are
cdled firg button, second button. . fifth button from the top. The second button has a meaning that many student:
bdieve Asthe second button isthe dosest to their heart, boys wearing a jacket with the sacond button undone sugges
“I’m looking for agirlfriend”. | would recommend them to kegp the second onedone upiif they had agirlfriend.

In the season when buds of cherry trees begin to swel and peach blossoms bloom in Japen, a graduation ceremony i
hed. The day of the ceremany is the lagt chance for sudents to confess their love to ther favarite When schodgirl
oonfess it after a graduation caremony, they usudly ask for thar favarite boy’s second button. They show thar hidder
fedings thet they want to keep the button dosest to his heart by expressing only this phrase, “Will you give me youl
second button?” It issad that teering it off is more beautiful than taking it off more carefully.

A popular boy who hasgiven dl hisbuttonsto girl sudents cannat do any buttons up on hisway home, but | bet thet
no teacher blames him for bresking the schod rules by not kegping his jacket buttons done up. On the contrary, an
unpopular boy kegps his buttons done up asthe schodl rules denate
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Moving to anew place evHirosiingH0

In qwing, a lat of people move to a new place for a change of
environment, entranceto university, or personnd tranders
There are a lat of things to do when you move to a new place, like
unpacking, deaning aroom and buying new supplies.

Areyou moving somewherefor anew lifethis oring?

Inyour country, do you have any cusoms to gregt neighborsin anew
place? Thefirg gregting to neighborsis one of the most impartant thingsto
have a good rdationship with them. In Japan, weteke some amdl presents
likeabox of towds, s0gps or cookies for the firg gredting. They say that
thisis basad on an dd cugom which garted in the midde of the Edo era
(about 300 years ago).

At that time, they gave soba (akind of
Japanee noodle) indead of towds or
wgps The word, “soba” had two
meanings. One was the name of akind of
Japane=e food, and the other was a word
tha meant “doseto you for along time”.

W, are you moving thismonth or in

the near future? Try giving “sobel’ to
your ndghborsfor thefirg septo make
agood rdationship.

Personnel Reshuffle (Job Transfer)

BY USUMU YOSHIDA

Personnd reshuffle is an inevitable and great event in the lives of
workers in Japan, epecidly for employees whaose company has branch
offices, and many cvil sarvants. They learn where they will be sent on
recapt of an announcement of trandfer by ther company around March
20th, dthough some firms announce it in the summer. It isrdatively easy
for dngle workers, but if they have family, they will have to think about
how to ded with their wife’sjob, children’s schod and so on. They haveto
prepare for trandfer without their family if ther grown children hestate to
changethdr schod. In many cases, only workers move to their new place
leaving their family behind. In generd, workers are trandfarred to ancther
officewithin aperiod of 3to 5 years.

Hanami (Blossom Viewing) BYSUSUMU YOSHIDA

Japanese people greatly appreciate chary blossoms. As sring draws
near, they eagerly await the chary blossom reports in the newspapers or
TV news 0 that they don’t miss the best blossom viewing time Since
cherry blossoms remain in bloom for only afew days, they are considered
areminder thet thisworld istrandgent and impermanant. From late March
to early April we can enjoy the beauty of the blossoms. Sitting under the
cherry treg we drink alat of sake and eet many kinds of food. Asthe party
becomeslivdier, people sing and even dance

For thasewho can’t wait for the blossom viewing until late March, the
fdlowing cheary blossom s redly beautiful to see a the beginning of
March.

“YUkinriﬁakulra”m 4 g

One of the earliest chary blossoms in = e =¥
Kochi is called “Yukiwari-zakural, and isat j)\-fg\rf
its bet a the beginning of March. The iy AT
blossoms are a beautiful degp pink and ' -
viewing them puts you in a Saing mood. a
Sdlsare st up during the viewing period. M
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Date End of February — beginning of March. *

Pace Sodayama, Susski City
15 minutes from Susaki-higeshi |C by car
40 minutes from JR A0 Stion on foot
Enquiries. Divison of Indugtry, Susaki City Office
Td:0889-42-3591
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Events and others

Shimanto Mustard Flower Rest Place
Aspart of the Shimanto Hower Festiva campaign, every season we build
anew reg placein agpat famousfor itsflowers andhad eventsthae o
that vistarsmay enjoy the best sarvice Themudtard flowers spread out
ove thebanksof thedear Shimantoriver isasight wdl worth sesing.
Date Saturday, 11" March 10am-3pm
Pace Shimanto City, Fuba. Nanchana Cyding Road
Access 5min by car from Nekamura Sa
Enquiries Shimanto City Commerceand Touriam Division
Td:0880-34-1783

Sakura Fediva
Two of theforemost sakuraviewing placesin the prefecture, and chasenin
thetop 100 for thewhde of Japan, Kagamino Park and the ever popular
Hachigji Park, are once again offering you the opportunity to ssethe
beautiful weeping cherry blossomswhilgt sralling aong the pproach
paths. During the evening, you can dso enjoy the blossomslit up by
Japanee lanterns.,

Date End March - Beginning Apxil

Pace TosaYamada Toawn, Kagamino Park and Hachigji Park

Access 45min by car from Kochi City. 15min by busfrom R

TosayamadaSa.

Enquiries Tosayamada Chamber of Commerce Td: 0887-53-4111

Info from Kochi Prefectural

Museum of History

“Yamauchi Kazutoyo and Inui Hikosaku” Exhibition
Timed to take place a the sametime asthe broadcagt on NHK’sdrama
“Komyo ga Tauji”, wewill beexhibiting documentsand artifactsfrom
Kazutoyo'sretainer Inui Hikosaku and his descendents.
Snce Kazunabu (known as Hikasaku) entered the service of Kazutoyo,
Inui family memberswere chief retainers of the Tosadomain over the
generations The exhibition will house artifacts donated or lent to usby the
descendents of Inui. Therewill be hundreds of exhibits basad on theearly
Edo period.

Date: 5" January — 31% March, 9am— 5pm (lat entry 4:30pm)

Closad: Mondays

Fdk Exhibitian Room “Ohinasama— Ddls Cdlection”
Wewill beexhihiting 20 groupings of dallsfrom our callection.
Date 4" February — 31% March, 9am — 5pm (last entry 4:30pm)
Closad: Mondays
Pace Kochi Prefecturd Musaum of Higtory
(Y awata 1099-1 Okocho Nankoku City, 783-0044)
Access
By Ken Katsu Bus. To Kochi Prefecturd Musaum of Higtory (
) termindl, or get off at ( )
on busssto .
By Car: 10min from Nankoku IC, 20min from Kochi IC
Codt: Adults (over 18) ¥450, Groups (over 20 persons) ¥360
Under 18, disdbled free
Enquiries TEL: 083-862-2211  FAX: 088-862-2110
Email: rekimin@kochi-bunkazaidan.or jp

Cinema By sxikooHNAKA
TheChranidesdf Narnia: TheLian, theWitch and theWardrabe

In war-ravaged Britain, the four Pevenses shlings — Lucy, Edmund,
Susan, and Peter — are sant to the sefety of arurd country home of an
dderly professor.

One day, during a game of hide-and-seek, young Lucy hides in the
wardrobe only to discover a passage to Narnia, aland inhabited by talking
beadts dwarves, fauns, centaurs and agiant.

Thedirector is Andrew Adamson who made " Shrek” and "Shrek 2. It
das Georgie Henley, Kandar Keynes William Mosdey, Anna
Popplewd| and Tilda Swinton.
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