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id you know that there are

buildings in Kochi that have
been designed by architects who
have received attention world
wide? In Yusuhara Town, Takaoka
District, there is a building
designed by Kengo Kuma, who
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"Famous buildings in Kochi
~a pilgrimage"
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designed the stadium for the

2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. Furthermore, Kochi Station and both
the Makino Botanical Gardens Museum of Plants & People were
designed by the architect Hiroshi Naito, who has designed famous
stations and art galleries across Japan. This time, KIA staff and the
CIRs went to look around these buildings.

Architecture that co-exists with
nature / Architect : Kengo Kuma

Yusuhara, known as the “Kumo-no-Ue-no-Machi” (lit. “Town
above the clouds”), has four buildings designed by world famous
architect Kengo Kuma (as of March 2017). The buildings are
characteristic in that they are built lavishly with wood from
Yusuhara, and they harmonize well with the surrounding nature.

The reason why Kengo Kuma came to design buildings in
Yusuhara lies in Yusuhara-za, the only wooden theater house in
Kochi. It is said that he was impressed by the efforts to preserve
Yusuhara-za at the time, and he got interested in wooden

architecture. He received a request from the town of Yusuhara, and :

starting with “Kumo-no-Ue-no-Hotel”, he built “Yusuhara Town
Hall”, “Machinoeki Yusuhara”, and “Yusuhara Wooden Bridge
Museum”. Also, Yusuhara Town Library and Welfare Facility are in
the process of being built now.

Kumo-no-Ue-no-Hotel

(Location: Tarogawa 3799-3)

The rounded roof is constructed in the
image of an airplane’s wing, and the design
uses the concept of fusing together glass,
wood, and water. The restaurant interior is
made from wood as well, and it creates a
comforting atmosphere. There is a Canadian
staff member who can handle your requests
in English as well as Japanese.

Yusuhara Wooden Bridge Museum

The gallery which connects the hotel
to the neighboring onsen. There is an
impressive quality to the distinct design,
which makes it seem like the building blends
into the Yusuhara forests. It has won awards
and received high acclaim for featuring
local materials in its construction. On the
day we visited, the exterior looked very
beautiful with the sun shining from behind
it.

Wood aroma fills the interior

L WA iy 4080 2T (017 3ARE). BREOA

=l
¥ in B4 L] e ””Z;Ki/ﬁ
nIn-l-l/f EREHEEEL\—ctéing%ﬁ\T_
23 b 2% EX- SR
ELET. T4 SARCHIEA
BEWESVAL L

%ﬁmfu EW@E%&%vimﬁ&t%aﬁbfL%%@WEFE
C._J:Z:L%—(To IEI KIAX % /7&.&%‘5 E""E (CIR) &, Z2hb5®

HAB LA

E%%:&U CFoTEE LA

LSk 53D n

BARCHETaEREY EER

Th & UL

= S

®IIE55:5 T&  brdu FABL

[E0 LR & LTH S h HHEENC . ﬁﬁ%k%&&@%%@&

FAEN BFIESEA

WM& DAL AICER L - BEr B oY
559 b
;Hﬂb’(miﬂ
<EFWA I )
&WE&#ﬁEWTaJLtTébé%o#ﬁt&ot%ﬁﬁ B

FABLND

,\U’E 0)7|< iE/J\E’(Zﬁé f'@ﬁ'tibfﬂ ’be:o éiﬂ—*r Pﬁ)'ﬂibEE
0)1%T'L_EW)$E¢)/E§7H_#: b K@L%@EEE‘LEEK)?‘-&LW\&

WTiE5559% 5

x

0r U oa
H VoL HERELF

N1

e

¥, %ﬁmmmﬁww I—EE‘U)J:O)/TT)I/J iU THRATE
FE], [ié@%R Moy all, H%J? *ﬁ\l— /7 1) DiEsE %

PN
=
T
ES

T E L7 ¥ﬁf:£~_\ ﬁﬁm@.%ﬁ'ﬁt?mmﬁ'ﬁélb‘ﬁélﬂh’(“?'o

B0 Lns7n (Fith : x8013799-3)
%a%% tﬁﬁuﬂd%®§§fx—/
L. #5%. & KOBEEI> €7 ML
FHL e LI RTERELRMEFELTH
. %wm<5u%mta%ﬁmw;uWHﬁ
%U@én?ma HFEKRE Y TH B,
RS - %3 COMISAL

LAz L) & L

BE ABza-v7a \

R LBEORE 08K 15—, B
@ﬁmﬁn@wﬁthﬁmarﬂf/;%%%
Wb, i EEp U igEs RS 0, &
o5 K, 545 e BarsERC
o ShABr e THELD -7

Ik 6

| f HOL

BAOHEYHES



Machinoeki “Yusuhara”

(Location: Yusuhara 1196-11)

Thatching is used for the exterior walls
of this facility, which houses a hotel and a
marketplace for local specialty goods. Cedar
logs line the interior, lending a mysterious
forest-like feel. The light which shines
through the windows seems like sunlight
filtering through trees.

Yusuhara Town Hall

(Location: Yusuhara 1444-1)

Saying that this town hall has the most
elaborate design in Japan might not be an
exaggeration. The building uses plentiful
amounts of Yusuhara cedar and the interior
has the comforting presence of wood. In
addition to possessing the function of
resourcefully using natural energy, the large
front doors can open up to turn the building
into a large event space.

OA town that gathers attention from inside and outside
the country

Yusuhara, which is creating an environmentally friendly
town by utilizing natural energy such as sunlight, wind power,
geothermal heat, and hydropower, is attracting attention as a model
environmental city from both inside and outside the country. There
are more and more foreign tourists visiting Yusuhara, where you can
experience history and the great outdoors. Why don't you go and
visit it?

Makino Museum of Plants & People /
Architect: Hiroshi Naito

OHow Hiroshi Naito came to design the building

This museum is dedicated to Dr. Tomitaro Makino, the plant
scientist from Kochi who is often referred to as the “Father of :

Japanese Botany”. Located in Godaisan, Kochi City, the museum
was built within the Makino Botanical Garden, and it is comprised
of a main building and an exhibition hall.

We spoke with Mr. Satomi, a Makino Botanical Garden staff

member who handled the exhibition design at the time. Mr. Satomi
had worked with Hiroshi Naito before and introduced him to the
park manager at the time, saying Mr. Naito is the only architect who
matches the general vision of the museum. Having
the building designed by Mr. Naito later became a
reality after the prefecture made the decision.

ODMatching Godaisan’s natural features

The elongated overhang in the center garden
provides shade and relief from the heat in the
summer, and lets visitors directly interact with the
plants even on rainy days. It feels very open, and it
is great to walk under the overhang!

There is a pleasant wood aroma once stepping
inside the museum, even though it has been about 20
years since being built. It is highly durable because
of sound construction. Naito is skilled at wooden
construction, and he used plenty of locally-sourced
cedar and Japanese cypress in the floors, ceiling, and
walls in order to make the building blend into the
beautiful Godaisan landscape. The wall in one part of the exhibition

Under the c- shaped overhang wh1ch stretches out
gracefully
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hall is finished with Tosa plaster, and deciding on warm subtle
colors was done in close collaboration with the craftsmen.

OUpon seeing the doctor’s research... D eme o
As Mr. Naito designed the building, he was inspired when he : O!;ﬁf?ﬁﬁn@ﬁ@b’éﬁ@ﬁf‘blg LT
saw the plant diagrams drawn by the doctor himself. These were :  PEEED I DK

elaborately drawn with a writing brush on Japanese paper, and there
are close to 2000 pages just in the museum. This museum is the
grand sum of numerous discussions and Mr. Naito’s desire to design
a building fit to
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inside and out, it o FHE < L.J:U

is representative
of the love and
respect that Mr.
Naito and the
staff members
have for the

Plant diagram drawn by Dr. Makino himself
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Inside the exhibition hall.
The crossbeam and connecting metal parts of the
ceiling are all different shapes and sizes!
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Kochi Station /
Architect: Hiroshi Naito
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JR Kochi station looks like an ordinary
train station at first glance, but I was
surprised to hear that the famous architect
Hiroshi Naito designed it. The first thing you
see when getting off from the streetcar / tram
at Kochi station is the south side of the train
station. It is made from v-shaped steel frames.
The station is sometimes referred to as “whale
dome” because of the way it looks like whale
bones.

When people talk about Kochi, the word
“goukai* (splendid, hearty) is often brought
up. Kochi’s men and women are referred to
as “igossou” (a tough, stubborn man) and
“hachikin” (a strong, independent woman)
respectively, Kochi has its own unique way of
eating the straw fire seared “katsuo no tataki’
(seared bonito), and the way the station
building opens up to the outside is surely rare
in Japan.

When you go under the railway and head
north expecting the same style of construction
as earlier to be on the other side, there is a
large arch-shaped wooden roof that covers
everything instead, giving a closed off
impression. The large roof not only covers
the station platform, but extends all the way
out to the open square in front of the station.
The splendid wood dome emphasizes the
fact that Kochi is Japan’s number one forest
prefecture, and I thought the design perfectly
fits Kochi’s rainy summers.

Kochi Station (South exit)
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Kochi Station (North exit)
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For Japanese people, Ohanami
(lit. flower viewing) is associated
with cherry blossoms. Let’s
enjoy the Japanese culture of
Ohanami this spring!

When did the culture of Ohanami start?

The origin of Ohanami is said to have started in the Nara period :
(710-794 A.D.) when the imperial family went to view the plum :
blossom which had been introduced from China. In the Heian period

(794-1185 A.D.) cherry blossoms started to become more popular

than plum blossoms, and many poems about cherry blossoms remain
from this era. It seems that as time passed, this custom spread to the
warriors and the common people.

What do you do for Ohanami?
Ohanami doesn’t just involve admiring the flowers of cherry

blossom trees. Lots of people will roll out picnic sheets under the
cherry blossom and have a party with lots of food and drink. Obento

(lunch boxes) made especially for Ohanami, are also often sold in a
P @ mrizno2
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variety of colors.
When do the cherry blossoms start flowering?

The cherry blossom front moves up the Japanese archipelago
across a 5 month period, starting at the end of January from
Okinawa in the south, and ending in Hokkaido in the north. The
best time to see the cherry blossom in Kochi is roughly around the
end of March to the beginning of April. The predicted times for the
blooming of Japan’s cherry blossoms are announced by the Japanese
Meteorological Agency.

Please tell me where the best places in Kochi are to enjoy Ohanami.
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@ Kochi Castle (Kochi City)
As Kochi City’s famous cherry blossom

viewing location, this one is not far out. to be beautiful.
Try taking a photo of the cherry blossom 2ynn 2 x5 L < RAK 5 8h
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trees with the castle in the background.
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Sakawa Town
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@ Makino Park (Sakawa Town, Takaoka District)

This is about 10 minutes walk from the JR Sakawa Station. In
the park you can see the Someiyoshino blossoms, for which it is
known, and a whole variety of different types of cherry blossom.
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aff and the CIRs. They are easy access from Kochi City so try going to them!
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@ Along the Horikawa river (Kutanda, Kochi City, near Cul-port)

The cherry blossom petals floating down the Horikawa river is said

é(“} £33 o s 0li”fi'!’) Tn i:M “§3<
BOTEUSHIEIICARNBZERIPELWVE

KOChI City {(T&?

IZ 3A LA &5

dw:Ee:\,\v EHARANE [#]

ALk & 3A Ah B

’tﬁbiTo /—,\ﬁ HADXAE
F#:TEEJ %s?ebi%i L&

L@ #BEoTLOEEE kD2
. @ ﬁﬁ%@f_%; :
b 0T EE EbtgtﬁﬁiUtﬁithmiTo$ﬁh&

=AFK (710794 AD) LB B FRED 5

(794 1185 AD) Lliﬁi b B*&ﬁ‘%biﬂécﬁ 7Lu7§ U *&@TL
L\Tnﬁ/btgkb‘iﬁly<§§o'(\,\6£o E#ﬁ’éﬁ'f ‘t:t’(”FFEL_%r_b‘
TWo 7LD TY,

BEIEETHND?

t3

LA oftelET sy TE HOROTILY 1 -y - bR

Il =0

\&%%btk%ymmohfﬁﬁtﬁbhfétUtUwéﬂé%
=HEh TS L,

-~

#2 f Lok s

1 B8, Bmos@nr sthz .
oltEEs T, K57 Bicbrni
AR D BAGIE &R L £ T, BAK
T@%%3ﬁ%%#b4ﬁ£%ké%

iz 3 &£ BIEFRIEIRRITHRR
LTWET,

ViIlEA

#FH

*

qui City
EEH

@ Kochi Kagamino Park (Tosa Yamada Town, Kami City)

It takes about 10 minutes by bus from the JR Tosa
Yamada Station. A popular spot is the 200 meter long
cherry blossom tunnel. Paper lanterns are lit so you can
enjoy the cherry blossom in the evening as well.
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Tosa wave Blog : http://tosawave.blogspot.com/ (See full articles and color photos here.)
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