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nique local mascots are very popular
in Japan right now, doing a variety of
activities to enliven their areas. In this

issue, we introduce three of Kochi’s mascots,
and investigate the secrets of their popularity.

"Kochi's Local Mascots" |
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We heard about Shinjo-kun (Susaki City),

Hatappy (Hata Regional Tourism Bureau), and Kuroshio-kun (Kochi

Prefecture)!

Susaki's Beloved Character ¢
Shinjo-kun

Who is Shinjo-kun?

Shinjo-kun is Susaki City’s mascot
character based on the Japanese river otter,
which is now considered to be extinct but
was last seen in the Shinjo River, which runs
through Susaki City. He wears a hat shaped
like Susaki’s famous nabeyaki ramen, and
sometimes he lets his fellow mascot friends
who are other mascots wear his hat.

Shinjo-kun's Big Break?

Shijo-kun gradually became more and more
well-known after being introduced as an
“Interesting character” by fellow mascots like

Shinjo-kun’s bellybutton!
(Saki-chan is on the left.)
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whom he co-starred with at events. He #ﬁ!:fﬁtéh\tbhtb\?!
has also been introduced by the celebrity (ElFEEbei)

character Funassyi as a “character about to
make it big,” but Shinjo-kun himself still
doesn’t feel like he’s part of the big leagues.

Check him out online!
Shinjo-kun uses social media to broadcast various types of information.
On his blog, you can see him out having fun in Susaki with recurring

characters like the masked “Mysterious Man” and the Shinjo River i
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fairies Suu-chan and Saki-chan. His Twitter, praised by famous bloggers,
is also a must-see! He even has Twitter followers from China, Taiwan,
and Korea!

Shinjo-kun’s Relationship with his Fans
nationwide, and he is soon surrounded by people wherever he goes. Some

fans even create costumes for him based on the theme of the event.
One of Shinjo-kun’s favorite sayings (“mokyuvs”), and the emoji

“OA0,)/” that he often starts his tweets with both came from fan i S et
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relationship he has with fans. i

suggestions, showing the deep
The most important thing to

that all his supportive fans are
having a good time.

of this year, Shinjo-kun had

Shinjo-kun was chosen as a core member of the
Tsunami Safety Awareness Team
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and every one. He really does
care about his fans’ feelings.
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Shinjo-kun has passionate fans who rush to meet him at events %"f/\JH“EEHOHé;ﬁmﬁa?/b e

Shinjo-kun is making sure :
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By the middle of January {

received over 1,500 New Year’s :
cards, and he is taking the time : pasees
to handwrite responses to each
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This costume was made by a fan
for the year of the monkey!
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Big Events in 2016

Shinjo-kun will be working as the navigator for the Oku Shimanto
Fair, which opens on April 10th, and he will attend the kick-off event.
In September, the annual “Local Character Festival in Susaski”, the
largest local character event in the Shikoku-Chugoku region will take
place. With a total of 65,000 registered attendees at last year’s festival,
this year’s event is sure to be a hit! You may also see Shinjo-kun play the
guitar (he’s quite good), so definitely come on out!

A Message from Shinjo-kun
0+0, )/ Well, here I go ¢

Shinjo-kun

Official Website: https://www.city.susaki.lg.jp/sinjokun/
Blog: http://sinjo-kun.jugem.jp/

Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/sinjokun

Twitter: https:/twitter.com/susaki_city PR

Are You Hatappy (Happy)? >
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Are You Hatappy (Happy)? )
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Who is Hatappy?
Hatappy is a daruma sunset”

Kochi). She’s a girl with a quiet

municipalities in the Hata region

Our staff was also surprised at just how
cute Hatappy was!
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of Mihara Villege, the Shimanto River from Shimanto City, a wave from
Otsuki Town, whose ocean has the most variety of fish types in Japan,

the lighthouse and tsubaki trees from the Ashizuri Cape in Tosashimizu

City, and a whale from Kuroshio Town, which is famous for whale Qs _)I’W*J?/a ’Cﬁ%&%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ’&»{)‘
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watching. Her necktie is in the shape of Shikoku, with the red portion
representing the Hata region.

*Daruma Sunset = an optical illusion in which the winter setting sun around Sukumo City
takes the shape of a daruma doll or snowman.

Hata Regional Tourism Bureau

young people to the Hata region. In 2010, the organization joined with

region travel packages, with a focus on school field trips.

Hatappy’s Activities

Last year at a product exhibition in Osaka, Hatappy had the L
opportunity to advertise the Hata region to over 3,500 people. “We : %blé*ﬁ‘“&ﬁ"Jiu':o rliT’OU 75‘“1"7’3%7(%40)*7’3‘&’&1]:&)’((1‘:
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exclaimed Mr. Higashi, who runs planning and PR at the Tourism :
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Bureau. But Hatappy is involved in more than just publicity; she is also
an active participant in the area’s traffic safety classes. Because she is i
so cute and easy to warm up to, she has also been tasked with watching :
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probably had so many customers stop to see us because of Hatappy!”

over the safety of children, as her illustration was added to elementary
school students’ backpacks. She’s so dependable! 3

Looking to the Future

Hatappy wants to focus most on working hard in her
local area. Her dream is to spread the appeal of the
Hata region to many people and attract many repeating
tourists and people to move to Hata. She’s planning
on soon publishing a photograph collection of her
appearing in the beautiful nature of Hata. This spring,
she will also help to publish a guide map of restaurants,
leisure activities, and tourist spots in the Hata region
called “SOUTHWEST in SHIKOKU” in English,
simplified Chinese, traditional Chinese and Korean.
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a daruma sunset from Sukumo
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Elementary school backpack cover (back)
and a decoration handmade by a fan (front)
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atappy’s special skill is becoming small and
going on business trips all over!
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Hatappy is in charge of PR at the Tourism Bureau. The bureau was :

founded in 1995 when a group of volunteers banded together to attract ' L"Jﬂb"mb‘ﬁ‘bﬂfbﬂibto 2010 ﬂil 554L7"£%7‘ li.—;%ﬂn& 6 T‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁ
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Kochi Prefecture and the six municipalities of the region to create the

bureau as it is known today. They currently plan, create, and sell Hata IRATOLE
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You can pick up a copy of the map at the Hata Regional Tourism Bureau,
so come check it out!

A Message from Hatappy

“Come enjoy the Hata region with a multilingual guide map in hand!
Next to our bureau is the Shimanto City Tourism Association and they :

o U—
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lif:ﬁﬁ’.&it"?lj"j‘*ﬂ“ . http://hata—kochi,jp/

have English speakers. Come get the latest info here. See you soon!”

Hatappy

Hatappy’s Diary (Facebook): Search “ (37-5U8— "
Hata Tabi Official Website: http://hata-kochi.jp/

Kuroshio-kun

Poster Child for Kochi Prefecture

Bringing Kochi’s Appeal
Nationwide!

Kuroshio-kun, Kochi’s “poster
child,” was born in 1997 out of
efforts to improve Kochi’s image and
increase its appeal.

Using the motif of the Kuroshio
Current which flows through Tosa
Bay, Kuroshio-kun expresses the
silhouette of Kochi Prefecture boldly
advancing into the 21st century. He’s
frequently mistaken for a whale or a
tadpole, but make no mistake, he is
the Kuroshio Current!!

Check out Kochi’s internet

broadcasting agency
3ES3E£C
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Kuroshio-kun Makes Waves at the National Sports Festival in Kochi
At the 2002 National Sports Festival in Kochi, Kuroshio-kun

shape, his stuffed toys sold out on the first morning of the competition,

and his popularity was so extraordinary that the regional media named
him “The most successful mascot in competition history.” Kuroshio-kun :
goods are only sold at competition-related events, so if you happen to :

own something featuring Kuroshio-kun, you actually own
a very rare object!

Also, in the Nenrinpics in Kochi 2013 (national sports
festival for the aged), Kuroshio-kun debuted a new red vest
and white hat outfit, and enlivened the competition as “the
face of Kochi.”

In Demand for Events

At events hosted by the prefecture, regional festivals,
trade fairs held outside the prefecture and more, Kuroshio-
kun makes appearances, does PR for Kochi, and makes
friends with all kinds of people. The Kochi Prefecture
Public Relations Division receives requests for use of the
Kuroshio-kun outfit and illustrations daily.

At last year’s Yosakoi Festival, Kuroshio-kun participated
as a member of the Citizen’s Charter Yosakoi Dance

S3BLE5FA

outside Kochi Prefecture.

Spokesman for Kochi Prefecture

If you open the Kochi Prefecture homepage, you will see Kuroshio-
kun smiling happily beside the prefectural symbol. Kuroshio-kun sends :
out important information about Kochi life and events, via the Kochi :
Prefecture PR Division’s Facebook and Twitter pages, so you should

definitely follow him! The most-retweeted tweets so far have been

about Niyodo Blue (the unusual blueness of the Niyodo River), Yosakoi :
Festival, and chives. The tweet about Niyodo Blue even got a reply in

English. It seems that Kochi’s beautiful nature has made an impression
on international followers!

A Message from Kuroshio-kun

“I'm going to keep on working hard for Kochi both at home and

1%

abroad, so please keep rooting for me!

Kuroshio-kun

Kuroshio-kun’s Page: http://www.pref.kochi.lg.jp/soshiki/111301/kuroshio-index. :
<7JL,JE1</U(D’\—‘/° http / /www.pref kochi.lg.jp/soshiki/111301/kuroshio—index.html

html
Kochi PR Division Twitter: https:/twitter.com/pref kochi
Kochi PR Division Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/kochi.pref
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Kuroshio-kun waves in front of
Kochi Castle
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There’s also a statue
of Kuroshio-kun in
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Kochi Life Q&A: When an Acquaintance has Passed Away
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Today, we will give an example of the progression from when you hear that an

PLEd,
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acquaintance has died, through the end of a Buddhist funeral. (Be aware that there
are differences depending on religion, denomination, and regional customs.)

What is a tsuya ?
This is a ritual to provide support for the deceased person’s soul. In the past,

it was only the people who were closest to the deceased who participated, but
these days it is not uncommon for people who can’t attend the funeral or farewell !
, ! | £ SR TONET,
over a gift of condolence money at the reception desk. (If you plan to attend the : ﬂj’é*b ATLEY
funeral or cremation service, you can bring the condolence money then instead.) :
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the deceased’s family members and friends will “offer incense” (shoukou). The :

 BEoTH?EDSSITE0?

service to attend the #suya instead. When you arrive at the venue, you will hand

When the ritual begins, the Buddhist priest will read aloud from a sutra, and then

ceremony takes about one hour.
What is shoukou? How do I do it?

Pick up a pinch of incense with your fingers, raise it up to about the level of your

forehead and pray, then place the incense in the incense burner while rubbing it BIFICRELES, ~—1’L' li *"JT}TB—L’&_’H\L‘

Lo (AN
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praying for the deceased’s happiness with a pure mind and body. Depending on the :

between your fingers. The incense will drive out any evil spirits, so that you are

school of Buddhism, you do this one to three times.

What are funeral services and farewell services?

At a funeral service the family and friends pray for the deceased to rest peacefully,

and a farewell service is the final parting of the deceased and his/her loved ones. f'kb‘ﬁiﬁﬁwkﬂﬂhif?étd)f 1%?&'0)33 EI uﬂﬁl‘ﬁbhi? 15{50);.,...%"'\‘3
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Attire should be a black suit with a black unpatterned tie for men, and a black suit

They occur one or more days after the #suya. After the priest chants a sutra and the
participants offer incense, the coffin is carried out and the ceremony is finished.

Other Etiquette

or dress for women. It’s common for women to wear pearls, which resemble tears,

Information about wrapping up the condolence money is explained in one of our
back issues (English only).
http://tosawave.blogspot.jp/2012/08/gifts-for-ceremonial-occasions.html

GENKI Seinenkai Tosaben Musical 2016
O-Henro ALL STARS
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but be sure to choose a simple string of pearls of a length to match the circumference t Xﬁ‘—ﬂxE’J'C?'o /EEJE
of your collar. Avoid very long strings or doubled strings of pearls, which suggest { =

that more unhappy events will follow or that the sadness will be long-lasting. :
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Won’t you add a bit of “GENKI” to your life? Each year, GENKI Seinenkai !

i’ﬁﬁ%bi?’ !
This year’s title is O-Henro ALL STARS. One night in Tosa, known as the :

presents the Tosaben Musical!

“austerity and discipline” section of the Shikoku Henro Pilgrimage, many
pilgrims gather at an inn, about to give up on their journeys. But why do
they want to give up...?

In an adventure of tanuki, shibaten, magicians, nosy-parkers, and other

“only in Tosa” protagonists and antagonists, the characters will learn about
friendship and forgiveness all over again. We hope all of you will join the
adventure too!

Admission is free, but donations are requested. Proceeds from donations

planning a study abroad, so please give generously!

Dates/Locations of Performances (Planned)

(45/3?) Shimanto-shi  |Shimanto Shiritsu Bunka Center | 18:00
4/10 |Shimanto-cho |Kubokawa Shimanto Kaikan 13:00
(Sun) |Sakawa-cho  [Sakuraza 18:30
4/16 |Muroto-shi Muroto Elementary School Gym  |13:00
(Sat) | Aki-shi Aki Shimin Kaikan 18:00
4/17 |Motoyama-cho |Motoyama Platina Center 13:00
(Sun) |Kochi-shi Kenmin Bunka Hall (Green) 18:30

**Performance times may be subject to change.
Contact GENKI Seinenkai to confirm.

Questions: GENKI Seinenkai Representative Clare Marks
Phone: 088-823-9605 (Kochi Pref. International Affairs Division)
Blog: http://tosabenmusical.blogspot.com/

Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/genki.tosaben/
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will provide financial support for a high school or university student "'%EL"

D BELLET.

A photo taken onstage with a selfie stick
at the 2015 Tosaben Musical
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