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Enjoying Kochi’s matsuri

BY MASAKO YAMASAKI

Hello, everyone!! How'’s it going? It's getting hotter and hotter, isn’t it? Summer is coming soon!!
Everybody is looking forward to summer because there will be lots of fun things to do, such as swimming,
fireworks, Yosakoi, festivals etc.

Today, I'd like to introduce matsuri (festivals) to you.
| would like to highlight some traditional stalls at Japanese festivals. I'm sure some of you already know what matsuri are like. There
are so many booths along the road, selling a lot of different kinds of foods, drinks and funny thinas.

In matsuri, you will find many shops that you've never seen in your country. o \‘.«“
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The stalls I'd like to introduce to you this time are Kingyo-sukui and Yo-Yo-sukui S8 sy ‘e"\ Wee
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Kingyo-sukui Catching goldfish R \ 4 t,’”””
You will be provided with a paper net. e ST\ s
Try to scoop the goldfish with it from the big tank on the ground. <3 2. 224
If you succeed in catching a goldfish, you can take it home!! - <43 S
But be careful, the paper net is easily torn! 7”4, >
Don't put the bowl in the tank to catch the goldfish! l,’l,

Try to catch as many as goldfish as you can until the net breaks.

Yo-Yo-sukui (Yoyo catching)
You will be provided with a hook by the stall.
Try to hook a yoyo from the tank.
Be careful, the string breaks easily!
You can pick up as many yoyos as you want, until the string breaks.
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These games are seen at festivals all over Japan, and are very popular and | really recommend you to try them while you are here.
So have a great summer, visit some matsuri and have fun whilst experiencing Japanese culture!

Enjoy the summer in Kochi!!

Preparing for Typhoons

BY SUSUMU YOSHIDA

The typhoon season lasts from July to October in Kochi. Last year 10 typhoons landed in Japan, and six of them
landed or approached Kochi. Typhoons bring very strong winds and very heavy rain, and cause people to be
killed and go missing every year. So be sure to prepare for them!

Typhoons do not strike suddenly, so it is possible to prepare for them sufficiently before they arrive. Taking the following
precautions could save your life:

Listen to TV and radio weather reports and disaster prevention reports.

To prepare against power cuts have a flashlight, candles, portable battery-operated radio at hand.

In case of evacuation, know where your local evacuation area is.

Make sure you know how to contact others in your neighborhood.

Have cash, bank card, seal (hanko) and valuables etc collected together to take with you.

Have dnnklng water, food rations, first aid supplies etc on hand. o

Inspect roof (tiles or corrugated roofing), windows, shutters, antennas and signboards etc to make sure they're not loose and
reinforce them if necessary.

Clean out drains and gutters to ensure a good drainage flow.

Keep in touch with your neighbors because they are the most reliable source of information as to when a typhoon is coming.
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Enjoy the summer in Kochi!!
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Fireworks Festivals 2005

BY MIKAYOSHIKAWA
Summer fireworks festivals are really enjoyable.

Aki Summer Breeze Festival

Date: 71 August _(Sun)  20:00

Place: The beach in front of Aki High School

Access: 1 hour by car from Kochi City

Tel:0887-35-1011(Aki Summer Festival committee)

2000 fireworks will be set off. Watch out for the underwater fireworks!

Kochi City Summer Breeze Fireworks Festival

Date: 13" August _(Sat) 19:30 21.00

Will be postponed in case of bad weather.

Place: Kagami River

Tel:088-823-9457(Kochi Summer Festival committee)

The most popular fireworks festival in Kochi. This one is the best! 5000
fireworks!

Ashizuri Festival

Date: the middle of August (undecided yet) 20:00

Place: Shimizu fishing port in Tosashimizu city

Access: 1 hour by car from JR Nakamura Stn.

Tel: 0880-82-5547Tasashimizu chamber of youth)

Powerful fireworks will be set off at close range. It will be really worth
watching.

Yatai (Hawker’s) Menu

BY HISAE OHTA

Taiyaki Taiyaki is a Japanese waffle-like cake traditionally filled
with sweet bean paste (although it can be filled with other things),
fried and molded into the shape of a carp.

Tamagoyaki Tamagoyaki is a doll-shaped small pancake.

Yakitori Yakitori is a Japanese kebab made from chunks of chicken
and vegetables arranged on bamboo skewers grilled over a charcoal
fire and dipped in a special sweet soy sauce.

Okonomiyaki Okonomiyaki is a Japanese-style pancake usually
grilled on an iron plate. It is made from batter with bits of meat,
seafood, egg and chopped cabbage.

Takoyaki Takoyaki is a grilled octopus dumpling covered in batter,
with octopus and spring onion. It is grilled on an iron plate and
served with shaved bonito and a thick sauce.

Yakisoba Yakisoba is fried noodles with pork or squid and
vegetables.

Kochi’s Traditional Drink

BY YOKO KINO
“Hiyashi-ame”

Hiyashi-ame is a cold, sweet and ginger-flavored juice. This beverage
has been drunk since long before the age of vending machines!
Hiyashi-ame was a popular beverage to drink on the streets.
Hiyashi-ame is made in some other cities in Western Japan, but it is
said that Kochi is the home of this drink. Even now, you can enjoy
Hiyashi-ame at sightseeing places like Sunday Market. But it is also
easy to make by yourself.

Ingredients: (for 5glasses)

Starch syrup: 100 grams

Starch: 3 teaspoons

Brown sugar: 1 cup

Ginger: 30grams (peeled and grated)

Water: 4 cups

Put the starch syrup, water and brown sugar into a pan. Mix well
and melt them all. After boiling, add the starch. Turn off the gas and
chill it. Before serving, put ice into the glass, and add the ginger.
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